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SONUS OF THE AMERICAN INI'IANS
A WIDE ETHNOLOGICAL FIELD EARLY INTELLEAT
AXED CONTRADICTORY REPORTS  LOST
WORIS AND MNEMONIC BYMIOLS
~BIBLUMIIATHY.

Oagsright: 1809: By The Tribune Assocition)
The seeker after ethnographic elements tn the
sberiginal music of the Americas has & Vst
body of literature to delve In. Books about the
manners and customs of the Red Indiuns have
besn multiplied ever since the flrst acoolnts
were sent to the Old World, and thousatuls of
pagvs have been filled with deseriptions of their
porgs and ceremonial dances. That in all this

[ ed out on drums,
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dominant element is the rhythn which is ponnd
shaken out of rattivs and

| rasped out of nuivhiod sticks

The faet that Indian music |s unwritten
makes itz study difieult, but the obstacle 1=
tessenisd by the circumstance that tradition s
as preat @ consorvator ameng the Indiane as
1t was among the people of classic antiquits In
the early stages of their culture. T is easy 1o
bellvve that a sanctity attaches tothe melody of
a sacred sonp oas well as o s words al
greater, indewd, for there are many  bndoon

sonies whose words have wholly or In part lost
and of which 1t §s not hard to
argumoent In my UNoles on the
)y thiat the

thelr meaning
beliove (see the

Cultiviation of (horal Muslc™ original

musie his been retadned bealee of & supers
| stitions venerstion for 4t which i) not &ttach
In the same poteniey to the Wy s rodt
(Bee  bibligraphy) siays the Indian eatmen
noar Fort Yuhon sang songs Cof whiol they did

ot understand the i of the wofds
Srephen P 1 a8 Of  Calernlld
i O American  15th-
noligy,' o 18T tells of
words of whiob
g and At repontad over anfill over

Py Mizs Allew 0

vast material there {s little that 8 of use n the
stzdy of folk-music in its bearlng on art ls
doe to the Inability of truvellers as a rule to
write down the music which they hoar or tu
mse the technical termus correvtiy in desiriting it
The one large fact proviaimed by the combined
pages produced In the last four venturbs s
that po other Saviage Tives oxOept thos of
Africa have so penerally ) enthusin=tioally |
practised music as the & tes of Ameriea
The advantages for investigation being Hnmeas-
grably greator in America than fn Africa, it
remalns passing strange that the chara &)
elementa of Inidian folk-music are little

known than those of African. That this is so has

got been due to lack of Interest in the subject

There is an account of Indian musie In F.G
Bagard's work, “Le Grand Vovage du Pays des
Hurons,” published in Paris in 12 and the
aminent German theoreticlan Fo W Marpurg
made some “remarks on three sonzs of the
Iroquols” In  his “Histons h-Kritlsche Bey-
trige zur Aufuahme der Musik” printed 1o

Berlin in 1760, Torquemada and other 5§ unish
writers tell us enough to muike U plain that the
music of the Ind 2 of Mexieo, Centrial Ann
¥a and Peru was as fur in advance of the sk
of the savages of the North as their ather prod
gots of civilization, yet what they tell us ¥ tald
tn general terms,  Musical reoord
menta are nore perishable than 1t
and their destruciion in the Spanish
ecuntry, consequently, even more con
elent Tezcuro, we are told, was the
pational museical councll, which looked ufter the

education of the Aztec youth and encour raged
the arts and sciences, and {n Peru burds cole-
prated the deode of the great and proseryed
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of glune,
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plete, An-
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their history in the manner practicd by the
Bards of our ancestors, but what the art pro-
moted by the Musical Coun il and pract #odd by

can tell

the Peruvian bards was ke no on
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of fmahn sorgs in Wh

tolligil and o et

by I'r adore Daker st

Indlans of New-Yorih was Jdupl

among the Iraquols on the Six Nat eTve
near 1 fitford o Canodic  To allust The
coremonial songs of those Indlans are filled
with an exclamiitlon, “Ha! swhich Horat
Hule, an adinlrabile authority it
exclamation, “Hail!™ “Oh! ‘ >
the ovedsion semed to detnand, but in the
“Ameriean  Anthropologist,™ 1" bt
oNT, Mre JOND BOHew Tl ot
hiad s origin Vin & sujg s
posaid ory of @ suffue t h &}

at Jeast bow far spoouliatlon or J Pl
bie curried.  Hery (s the 2§ R
Tty wsed In the “Condoling Cog of
P Troquese, which 1 nited in Canada and whick
has 1= burden of this sane “Hao Ha ™™
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Double flutes, Pun's-pijes and instruments of
Baked clay have bteen found in tombs Lut be-
yond the fact that they indicate the us=e of &
scale of five tones (the universal peniatonie
peries), they tell us nothing of the "as s
pleamings’” to which they onee gate viod Bome
Peruslans who atiendsd the Paries Exjpusition
of 1867 played two meludies on their nat il
mstrument, and Ambrodse Thoniis them
down and harmonized them for sixo= |
phonrs  (soe Con moettant’s “La JE
Musiclens et les Instruments, &1 in the fond
belef thiat they were g wetis o of | the Rpausie
which sounded In the cars of Pzarn and chis
robhers, Tt nothing eertaln cat be $40 of thetn
except that they are themes of & e e onst
whirh mopht enlst the gkili of the st Cun
tEm poTary uhittupantiat

While 1 shull refer the sgtudent toa done i
of works contalning aljusiens th Indian
ar musioal performanors, ther fure, 1 should like
to have it understood that B 15 kel toolearn
dtue more than the genctad favts of musical
ethnology from them. He mal dis Yuat the

indlans of Amerlos, from Alaska Terra el

Fuegn, have songs for all the solemn and festive
functions of life: love pongs and WHF gongs;
gambling =songs, MysUe ohants withi whivh the

awa) digsiare
vinge and songs

musical Instru-

medicine man drives
gongs of think
'r

eunjuring
and stills piin,
of mourning  That everywhs
ments are employed, of which the
ous and uzeful are the drums and
drums with single heads of skin, fike tam-
bourines, and with doubie bheads, rattos of
gourds, bollowed wood  pieces of horn and turtle
shells, and other fariliar materius and the
potched stick or piece of bune which was v poss
seasion of the Indians of ancient days, when the
wood-wind family, now confined to the plalntive
flageolet, with which the Indian lover breathes
out hie pussion, and a ruditnentars three holed

o=l nurmer-

ratties —

fute, had a greater variety of ropresent atives, |

Hlos of
hv may
like the
Country
musival

such as double flutes, resembling the dis
elassie Grosee, and the syriny  Also

lesrn of the one stringod Apache violin

enrnstalk fiddle dear to the heart of the
d, and the bow, which, when put to

ose, |s the father at once of the Siriadivarius
viglin and the Steinway  planoforte He mny
a0 read of the pleasing voces and the un-
eouth of the Indians, of their finished and rude
perfurmances, thelr har=h. guttural, untine ful,
melody ey gruntings, and thelr ex cllent tutes
and perfoct intonation: of thedr Keenls
tmativgr ears, which crnnt be sut sfied with wny-
thing so erude ag the Euaropenn chromatic
and of their uncultivated ears eh
recognize the simple intervals of our
sueceselon; of musie that knows no onnd ored gl
mosic that 1 based on a Keen gensibihity to the
aetent!fe hurtoni Oon twe
shall he find wgremont, that Indiin muse

dlerrime-

s fule,

vanntint

%
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gyl JrodtitE Ny

frst,

AP N

e e sirpn from the mysierious wm
s his woiee by beating s mi ¥
drum, .dl the paeople respormd at certan inter-
vals in cliorus, smd at the same G porform
| grotesyue dances (kneel, “An Introdus tion to
Nutional Musw,” po i
These musie eharte. of which Dy Baker also
produces o gpecimen n eolors i his U8 T i
Musik der  Nordamerihanisehen  Wilden™ @
book te which 1 shall presintly pay much at
tention  as also does T, Haoftrnn in the “Four
teonth Hoport of the Bareag of Amerioan kth
| mologey” are Like the famous “Wallaon tlum” of
the White Jver Iudigns and the symbols on
thee wampum belte of the Treieds They are
feariely T Whetirite than the peupme Gged to
record the Cliris b Chureh vhants in the Muid
die Ages b fore the Invention of the siaft
Out of a4l thig the stsdent may ke dedue.
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s Wittt faintee IV e s Knowl
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June, 18 “Indinn Mus=ie an odros®
deliversd 1n Washington  April, I8, and
reprinted Ino S Musn,” of Chicage,  “1nlian

Songs amd Musie* dn the procesdings of
the American Assoclition for the Advanies
menit of Sciones, IS, and The Journad
of Ametican Folk Lore April-dune, 1NN
Grandangy de n Peronss, Jean Francois, UA Vo=
asie Do the Waorld, ety ™" translited, socs
el edition, London, 1798
with, Benjumin Ivese “dant Melodies in
“The Jourpal for American Ethnoloes and
Archinloes Vol L Howeghton, Mittin &
Co, ISUL CThe e lodies in this beodclinra
were pooondial by J Walker Fewkes by
means of o phoaegreaph with a treadle
motor amnd traneeribadd by BPenjamin Ives
Giltnan with the ald of ap electric motor,
Somne of the plivnomet soomed g0 rangs
that Mr. krolibiel cast doubt upoen the ae-
curnes of the transcription A0 s meview of
the work in The New York Tribune of Juno
1, IS el was folliwedd by Profossor
Stumpf, of Munich, in an entirely  inde-
petndent eriticism in The Viertel e hrift
fur Mislha sty v . 1802 and
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